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The Content of Elementary Algebra 

 

Elementary algebra is a fundamental and relatively basic form of algebra taught 

to students who are presumed to have little or no formal knowledge of mathematics 

beyond arithmetic. While in arithmetic only numbers and their arithmetical operations 

(such as +, -, ×, ÷) occur, arithmetical operations not only +, -, ×, ÷ but there are many 

the other arithmetical operations such as √ and x
2
, in algebra one also uses symbols 

(such as x and y, or a and b) to denote numbers. 

Elementary algebra is concerned with the extension of the laws of arithmetic to 

include operations of symbols, usually the letters a, b, c, ..., x, y, z. It is customary to 

use the first letters of the alphabets (a, b, c, ...) to represent quantities whose values 

are suppose to be known in any expression, and the latter ones (x, y, z) for quantities 

whose values are to be found, called unknowns. Some of the notation must be 

explained at the start. Suppose that a and b represent any two quantities. We shall 

indicate the sum of the two quantities as a + b for example is 2 + b, the difference as a 

– b for example is 5 - 3, the product as a × b, a.b, or most simply as ab for example is 

5 × 3, and the quotient as a/b for example is 6/2. 

The numerical coefficient of the letters is a number associated with letters, for 

example in 5ab, 5 is a numerical coefficient of ab. It must be noted that when two or 

more numerals are placed together without a symbol between them, like 27 or 113, 

they still have their position values, 27 still mean twenty seven, not two times seven. 

When two or more qualities are multiplied together, each one is called a factor. If two 

or more quantities are added together, each one is called an addend. If we have 

several addends each containing the letter b, like 3b, 5b, 2b, 9b, the expression: 

3b+5b+2b+9b = 19b 

is true for any value of b which is often called the base. In other words, the sum of 

any number of quantities with common base is the sum of their numerical coefficient 

times the base. 

In elementary algebra, if you want to search the factor from equations, you can 

use some formula, such as the quadratic formula is  and 

completing a perfect square is . 



The Conclusion 
 

 

The conclusion of the text is Elementary algebra is taught to students who are 

presumed to have little or no formal knowledge of mathematics beyond arithmetic. 

Elementary algebra is concerned with the extension of the laws of arithmetic because 

include operations of symbols. The number associated with letters is called the 

numerical coefficient of the letters. Exactly when two or more qualities are multiplied 

together, each one is called a factor and two or more quantities are added together, 

each one is called an addend. In other words, the sum of any number of quantities 

with common base is the sum of their numerical coefficient times the base. 

In elementary algebra, if you want to search the factor from equations, you can 

use some formula, such as the quadratic formula is  and 

completing a perfect square is . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Questions and The Answers 

 

 Group 1 

1. What is the meaning of unknowns? 

 The meaning of unknowns is tidak diketahui. For example, if we search 

values x from 7 – (x – 3) = 2 (x – 4), so can be found values x is 6. 

2. What is the difference of factor and addend? 

 The difference of factor and addend is when two or more qualities are 

multiplied together is called a factor, for example 3a x 3b = 3ab, exactly 

two or more quantities are added together is called an addend, for example 

3a + 2a = 5a. 

 

 Group 2 

1. What is the topic about unit 19? 

 The topic about unit 19 is the form of elementary algebra. 

2. Can you explain about addend? 

 Yes, I can, addend is two or more quantities are added together, for 

example 3a + 5a = 8a. 

 

 Group 3 

1. Are the arithmetical operation only that (such as +, -, ×, ÷)? 

 No, they aren’t, because there are some other arithmetical operations such 

as root and quadratic.   

2. Why elementary algebra is extension of the laws of arithmetic? 

 Elementary algebra is extension of the laws of arithmetic because laws of 

arithmetic to include operation of symbol, like this a, b, c, d, …, x, y, z. 

 

 Group 5 

1. What is the topic of the text? 

 The topic of the text is the form of elementary algebra. 

 

 

 



2. What is the main idea of paragraph 1? 

 The main idea of paragraph 1 is elementary algebra is a basic form of 

algebra which is taught to the students who have little or no formal 

knowledge of mathematics beyond arithmetic. 

 

 Group 6 

1. What did you know about numerical coefficient? 

 The numerical coefficient is a number associated with letters, for example 

5ab, 5 is the numerical coefficient of ab. 

 

2. What is the main idea of paragraph 2? 

 the main idea of paragraph 2, from practical point of view, elementary 

algebra is concerned with the extension of the laws of arithmetic to include 

operations of symbols, usually the letters a, b, c, ..., x, y, z. 

 

 Group 7 

1. What is the meaning of factor? 

 The meaning is factor is faktor, for example the factor of 2a x 2b = 4ab. 

 

2. What is the conclusion of your presentation? 

 The conclusion of our presentation is elementary algebra is taught to 

students who are presumed to have little or no formal knowledge of 

mathematics beyond arithmetic. Elementary algebra is concerned with the 

extension of the laws of arithmetic because include operations of symbols. 

 

 Group 8 

1. What is the mean of elementary algebra is concerned with the extension of the 

laws of arithmetic? 

 The mean of elementary algebra is concerned with the extension of the 

laws of arithmetic is to include operation of symbol, like this a, b, c, d, …, 

x, y, z. And it is customary to use the first letters of the alphabets (a, b, c, 

...) to represent quantities whose values are suppose to be known in any 



expression, and the latter ones (x, y, z) for quantities whose values are to 

be found. 

2. What is the main idea of the first paragraph? 

 The main idea of paragraph 1 is elementary algebra is a basic form of 

algebra which is taught to the students who have little or no formal 

knowledge of mathematics beyond arithmetic. 

 

 Group 9 

1. In addition to factoring way, whatever the formula used to resolve the factors? 

 In addition than by way of factoring, you can search for the factor using 

the quadratic formula is  and completing a perfect 

square is  

2. What is the main idea of paragraph 2? 

 From practical point of view, elementary algebra is concerned with the 

extension of the laws of arithmetic to include operations of symbols, 

usually the letters a, b, c, ..., x, y, z. 

 

 Group 10 

1. What is the meaning of presumed? 

 The meaning of presumed is dianggap. 

2. What is the topic of the text? 

 The topic of the text is the form of elementary algebra. 

 

 Group 11 

1. What is the meaning of addend? 

 The meaning of addend is ditambahkan, for example 3b+5b+2b+9b = 19b 

2. What is the main idea of the first paragraph? 

 The main idea of first paragraph is elementary algebra is a basic form of 

algebra which is taught to the students who have little or no formal 

knowledge of mathematics beyond arithmetic. 

 

 



 Group 12 

1. What is the unit 19 tells about? 

 The unit 19 tells about the form of elementary algebra. 

2. What is the main idea in the last paragraph? 

 The main idea in the last paragraph is the number associated with letters is 

called the numerical coefficient of the letters. Exactly when two or more 

qualities are multiplied together, each one is called a factor and two or 

more quantities are added together, each one is called an addend. 

 

 Group 13 

1. What is the meaning of concerned? 

 The meaning of concerned is berkaitan. 

2. What is the conclusion about this material? 

 The conclusion about this material is elementary algebra is taught to 

students who are presumed to have little or no formal knowledge of 

mathematics beyond arithmetic. Elementary algebra is concerned with the 

extension of the laws of arithmetic because include operations of symbols. 


